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had to be called to erect a massive steel bridge, 1,400 feet
long, 50 feet above the river, which absorbed ^200,000, or
$1,000,000.
When the first stretch of prairie line was completed, it
was used only in the summer months. There was not
enough traffic to pay for the coal burned in the locomotives
during the winter, in the estimation of the administration,
while they feared the expense and losses that would be
inflicted by the terrible blizzards and snowstorms which
rage in this country. Consequently, after the crops had
been garnered and conveyed to market, all the engines,
trucks and cars were withdrawn from service upon a great
length of line, which was abandoned practically until
spring came round.
This state of affairs continued until the Indians rose up
against American law and order, wiped out several men,
and precipitated a general reign of terror. The Govern-
ment, in order to pour troops into the disaffected territory,
requested the working of the railway during" the winter
of 1876-7, which proved to be one of the most severe in
history. Yet the line suffered less from snow than the
systems in the eastern States, and, moreover, possibilities
of traffic were discovered which hitherto had been con-
sidered non-existent. Needless to say, the railway never
has been closed during the winter since.
Before the railway had proceeded half-way across the
continent, the need for overhauling and relaying the first
part of the track was felt. A higher standard of construc-
tion was therefore laid down for all the new work. More-
over, in order that the line should be completed within the
shortest time possible, it was split into large sections, and
the grade was driven east and west from several points
simultaneously.
The mountains proved a severe stumbling-block and
precipitated great delay. The country was so broken that
lofty timber trestles had to be erected to be filled in with
earth at a later date. Then two large tunnels had to be
bored to carry the track through the Rockies, one, the